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ax mone the various irrecularities and ¢ abuses W high hake been detected and exposed bythe Commisgione rs 


oh 


=> wn’ PITT'S CASE. 


Pip ask: 


bah 
toe 


Naval Enquiry, none has created more jealousy and alarm in the breasts 
appropriated by the legislature’ for the uses of the Navy, to other parp ses, a 
‘constitution’ and to the-liberty of this cou utty; and, the. 


¥ 
fs ch malversations, in one department of thestate, induces apprehctisions that others may bet be more 


ication of monies, 
Hiee “replete with danger to the 


Pathe potitioners, than the 


letecrion 


thfully. and honestly administered.”—Petition of the Town or SouTHAM! PON, relative to Lord Melville. 


‘ 
-_—-_ —— ——_—_—— 


(a 





ontinued from Vol.'VIL. p. 971) 


Ta the paige, here referred to, | was com- 


i to break off, at the point where I was 
“ Will the reader believe, that 
os merul statement of Lord Melville to 
PPitt, relative to the midtter’ reported 
vy Mr. Raikes, ovght ti have satisfied, 


dic ‘ satisfy, Mr. Pitt? Will he believe, 


P Mr. Pitt was so easily to be deceived, 
@ such a point,. by Lord’ Melville, ‘or b 


'b ody else; especially after ‘what he him- 
Thad been privy to? For, tet it be remem 


i, that the information of Mr. Raikes 
Bape r, and only about six months after, 
Pitt Arew that Lord Melville had @rawn 
f the bank 40,0001. at once for the puré 
"of its being lent to Boyd and Benfield. 
Mact, too, this’Viclation ‘of the’ law, he 


i (if what he has positively declared:be- © 


gthe Sélect Committée be truc) was first 


ped by Lord Melbille. Was ‘not this a 
iastance, then, to make’ hifi regard 
Uiguiry as wecessary, upon receiving 


Tnformmation of Mr. Raikes?’ Indeed, cen 


> ¢ pretend, that, al} the circumstances 
meres, he must not havé suspected at 
that Which was known not only to Mr. 

s but to every great banker or ‘moncy 
rin London ? Mr. Pitt saysy that, from 

at passed between him and Lord Melville 
the subject, he *‘ wag led to suppose, 
iat the Treasurer of the Navy did not be- 
rue, that any larger ‘surdis were drawn 
1 the bank, tlian such a3 were meces- 
nS carrying on the detail of the “ser 

ee in pay ments to individuals $e SO, | 
she was ** satisfied,” it scetas, not with. 
Passurance of thé Treasuter’of the Wavy, 
with his mere Ledief, in” opposition to ‘the 
urn: tion of the govertifo or of. the Bank? 
Sit Was, that ‘e Ys far satisfiel hit 
e made, no farther i 
( : pa what. did 5 rely 


as ut pesPen 


O81 Jt 


the 


Ak ‘Ele Fel itd ;| | 


ot off, the. word, | a nd drafts uponthe Bank,” 





seca | 


has been said ahd insinuated “by those who 
are so anxious to make a distinction betwee 
the case of Lord Melville and that 6f Mr. Pitt, 
where i is the ground upon which they rest the 
‘assertion, thiat the latter was, in any oné in- 
starice, deceived by the former’? > Where’are, 
I will not say thé proofs, to support’such ain 
assertion, but where ate the ctretmstances 
that render the trith df t! jat assertion ‘proba- 
ble }———As to Mr. Pitt's idea of the maenr- 
‘tude'of the’sums drawn from the’ bank aid 
lodged at-Mr. Coutts’s, Ne says, that he un- 


‘derstood, from the general stutement ef Lord 


Me ville, that they" were: Only ** such ads 
“* “wert hecessary for carrying on the details 
«© of the’Sérvice in patjméent fo inidlizsi liaty ;* 
"a very loose and indeterminate’ extression ; 
but, if it‘has any meanin g that tan opérate 
as an excuse to Mr. Pift, if mrhiist be ¢ dh fined 
to those > small sims, of the diffice!ty OF “dis. 
charting “which throti: sh the Mmeatis of dratls 
direct! upon.the Pank, so much Was’ said by 
“Lord Melville tnd Mr.Trofter, aired, since, 
by Mr. Canny. “But, ‘as was before stated, 
if 'séenis to - be tinhossible, that’ Mr: Pitt, 
“whatever he mivht have heird ‘from Lerd 
“MeWille, sand though Lord Meivill® had 
“ tade'a positive e declaracion to hita instead of 
viving him a mere opini on; it $e@iis quite 
~tinp oséible, that, after the infomation ré- 
dived! from’ Mr. Raikes) Mr. Pitt could have 
 beBeved, that’ the ‘naval ‘money Withdrawn 
froin the Bank and Judged at Mi Coutts’s 
was confihed to small sums; because, as 
appears from. the evidence; Mr. Raikes in- 
formed him, not ~nferely that the Treasurer 
of tht Naty dréw corks of Aaval nisney from 
~ the Bank and ledgéd*it@t’ Mr. Coutts’s, but, 
that’<¢ the Treasurer of the Navy now hepe 


" "his eafh at Messrs; Coutts*atid @ompany’ 3 
Opnsread. of the Bark; amd ‘that! Nave 
 BiLy were now paid la ‘drefis. upon 


«Messrs. Cott ond Compr mt , instead of 
This Mr Naikes 
” positively aisérts Was ‘the petport of’ the in- 
formation, communicated ‘by Mir to Mr. 
Pitts With what decéney, therefore, tet the 
reader éetetmine, is it’ précerided: phat Mr. 
Pift was, upon the opinion of Lord Melt ile, 


gotisfied, that’ only meg suis ‘Wbiver 


Vor. VILL. ‘ 
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mere details of the office, were transferred 
from the Bank to the shop of Lord Melville's 
private bankers ? Driven .from these pal- 
try excuses, the partisans of Mr. Pitt take 
refuge behind another that will-be found, I 
think, not to be a whit more tenable. 
“ Well,” saythey, ‘* allowing that the in- 
‘ formation of Mr. Raikes must lave been 
« regarded as sufhciently authentic.and ofh- 
« cial; allowing that Mr. Pitt was fully 
‘¢ aware of the gross vioktion of the law in 
“« transferring the custody of any part of 
*« the naval money from the Bank to Mr. 
« Coutts’s; and, allowing, that he must 
«* have clearly perceived that the amount of 
“ this money was no. Jess than that of the 
“« whole of the supplies for the naval de- 
‘* partment of the public service ; allowing 
«* all this, still he has declared, that he nei- 
‘© ther knew nor suspected, that private ad- 
‘« vantege or emolumert was therefrom de- 
‘« rived by any person whatever.’ Upon 
this point, however, Lord Melville tells the 
Commissieners.of Naval Inquiry, in bis evi- 
dence (Register, Vol. VII. p. 483), that he 
had no hesitation in saying, that he believed 
and understood, that the Paymaster (Mr. 
Trotter) did derive advautage or emolument 
from withdrawing the naval money from the 
Bank and lodging it with his private banker, 
«* and,” adds he, most significantly, “ I be- 
«* lieve, it was so understood by oTHERs, at 
‘¢ different times, when the establishment 
“© of the Navy Pay-Office was under cofsi- 
“« deration.” Now, my lord,- who were 
those “* others?’ Not the Commissioners 
of Accounts ; not the Commissioners of En- 
quiry; for, in all the reports by them re- 
spectively laid. before parliament, relative. to 
the offices of the Treasurer and Paymaster of 
the Navy, never have they let drop any ex- 
. pression, that can possibly be tortured to 
mean, that they ‘* understood,” that the na- 
val money, or any part of it, was to be, or 
ought to be, employed, in any way whatever, 
for the private advantage or emolument of 
» the Paymaster of the Navy, or any other 
person or persons. Nay, is it not, on the 
contrary, well known, that these commis- 
sioners have uniformly set their face against 
every such practice ; and that the Conamis- 
sioners of Inquiry clearly ‘* understood,” 
from Mr, Trotter's deposition (See Register, 
Vol. VIT. p. 466 and 467) that he derived, 
and was to derive, NO advantage or emolu- 
ment from the use of -the money issued for 
vaval services? Who, therefore, my Lord, 
_ were those ‘others,’ that understood the 
matter in so very different a sense? We 
have no positive proof, that Mr, Pitt was.al- 
, iuded to by, his Lordship, amongst those 
¥. and, itis possitle, that Mr, Pitt 
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had no such understandinz upon the subject; 
but, Jeaving the partisans of that gentleman 
ana Lord Melville to discover, without in- 
cluding Mr. Pitt, the persons td whom it. is 
possible his lordship might allude, we shall, 
Iam of opinion, find reason quite sufficient 
to convinceas, that it isimprebable in the 
‘extreme, not to say impossible, that Mr. Pitt 
should not, when he received the informa- 
tion of. Mr. Raikes, bave suspected, and, in- 
deed, that he should not have dnown, that 
private advantage cud emolument.was derived 
from: the withdrawing of the naval.money 
from the Bank and lodging it at.a_privaie 


passing of the act, in 1785, to Lord Mel- 
ville’s quitting the Navy Treasurership,, in 
1800, there were more than a hundred mil- 
lions sterling of: the naval money transferred 
from the Bank to Mr. Coutts’s; we. have 


| seen, from the books of those bankers, that, 


during the whole of the same period, Mr. 
Trotter, the Paymaster of the Navy, was ane 
of the greatest dealers in the public funds 
and securities, and one. of. the greatest dis- 
counters of private paper, in London; we 
have seen him giving his. draft —for..fifiy 
thousand, a hundred, two hundred, -three 
hundred, or four or five hundred thousand 
pounds sterling, as familiarly as we common 
mortals talk of shillings or of Mr. Pitt's pa- 
per representatives of shillings; and, will 


cal eves-dropping, absolutely without. a pa- 
rallel.in any age or country, all this was un- 
sown to the Chancellor of the Exchequer? 

Vill any one believe, that Mr. Pitt was un- 
acquainted with the intimacy that existed 
between Mr, Trotter and Lord Melville, an 
intimacy so unusual between persons. so si- 
tuated as to relative rank and power? Will 
any one beheve, that Mr. Pitt, who knew 
from several official reports upon.the subject 
of the Navy Pay Office, that the ,salary -of 
Mr. Trotter was no more than 500 pounds a 
year, cid not well kncw that Mr. Trotter 
was, at the time of Mr, Raikes’s informa- 
tion, and long before had been, living in a 
style that could not passibly be. supported 
under several thousands a year? Will any 
on€ believe, that Mr. Pitt was unacquainted 
with the purchases of Mr. Trotter; and 


r 


in the mopey market? It was in, or about, 
the month of April, 1797, that Mr. Raikes 
gave his information, and, I ask the reader, 
if he believes, that Mr. Coutts Trotter 
could ‘have funded Navy, Victnalling and 
Transport bills, in th 


amount of 2,137,5151.* sterling, without 
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banker's. We now know, that,.from the 


any one believe, that, under a system,of,fis- 


that he did not frequently come athwart him ~~ 


the year 1796, to the Be 


* See papers laid before. the Howe of ©) 7 
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*e Pitt’s _knowing of it? And, if he. did 
+ of it, need it be asked, whether he 

Aust not have known of the circumstances 
enabled .Mr. ‘Coutts Trotter. to ex- 
_ eed, as a billholder, far to exceed, any 
ether man, or any other company, the%Go- 
ernor and Company of the Bank of Eng: 
d not excepted ? But, this is sporting with 
age of the fear’ he taust* per- 
; frony the ~ bare exumeration cf the 
stances he mmst. perceive, that it was 
to impossible for Mr: Pitt not to have 
‘ a knowledge of the source of this 
ense, this almost 


‘commercial means. indeed, Mr, 


At last, 





Pittdid ¢eyin to suspect, atterhe was out of 


ge, and upon’a suggestion of Lord Har- 
rowby, that profits might have been made 
withdrawing the naval money fron the 
k and keeping it at a private banker's 

t ast | And upon the suggestion of lord 
owby too! This keen, this skarp-sight- 
‘ed, this penetrating, this ever watehful per- 


r! Being asked by the Select Cammit- 
- tte, whether, at any time previous to the 
“Tate inquiry by the Naval Commicrsioners, Le 
any knowledge of, or reason to suspect, 
“that private profits had been made by Mr. 
er, Qr any other person, of naval mo- 
, or that the business of the office was so 
ucted as to admit of private profit being 
of such monies by any ofhcer of that 
rtment, he answers : «Tad no know: 
edge, at any time, previous‘to the inquiry 


“* Se of the Naval Cominissionets, of any such 


ae profits having teen made ty any person ; 
“nor had I any suspicion of the business 
Me being so conducted as to admit of it, till 
ter. the communication I have before 
Wh gavirted to with Lard Harrowby, which 
* 4 conversation, to the best ‘of my recallec- 

“=f tion, took place when I was out of office.” 
* adds, in the two succeeding answers, that 
brd Harrowby ** did not tel) him, that de 
(Lord HarroWby) knew that private praiit 
had been made, but’ that he appeared to 
suppose that itimight have been.” ‘Upon 
point Lord Harrowiy says, 
ence (the whole of w hich see in Register, 
Vol. VII. p. 879 and ‘the following two), 
‘I had a‘conversation with Mr. Pitt, inthe 
* autumn of 1802, when we Avete loth out 
of office. 
P lect, - is, that ‘the narhe of “Mr. Coutts 
af rotter occurred da that’ coiiversation,” 












poverument bills. fillided by,the said Mx. 
tter as mentioned : abave) and 
that I 


“? J 


b that t “mentiosed: to -Mr. Pitt, 


incredible mass of 


Ape stood, in this one instance, in need of a 


in. bis evi-- 


The only thing, which I recol- : 


Whereat the reader, Will, not a~onder when | 
Brhinks of the 2,137,596 1. sterling’s worth 


. * thought: it not itpxobable, that, either 
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: the naval money passing, in, part, through 
the house of Mr. Coutts, to which I found 
‘€ he belonged, might have led to his intro- 
£* duction into that house, or, ‘that the cir- 
‘* cusmstance of his being a partney in it, 
‘* might have Jed ‘to the selection of that 
** house for that purpose; meaning this with 
**-a reference to advantage derived to the 
*€ general concerns of a banking house,” 
{sey shop: do call it shop, my lord!) * ne- 
“© cessarily arising from-the nature of their 
** Business, and not from having any reason 
*« ty believe, that the naval money was used 
‘© for the benefit of Mr. Alexander Trotter.” 
Gh, dear, no! hoW should sych a thought 
enter his Lordship’s mind; especially when 
he knew, that Mr. Alexayder’s salary ‘‘ hi id 
‘“ gow been augmented to 800]. a year,” a 
suum, doubtless, regarded by his Lordship ag 
quite sufficient to support the style, in which 
Nr. Alexander Trotter lived; and, besides, 
it was, as his Lordship must have perceived, 
so very natural forthe uncle voluntarily ty 
gine up, Without fee or reward, all the ad- 
vantage to the nephew, and be himself per- 
fectly content with. a salary of 8001]. a year, 
together with some little income from re: mM 
and funded property, of which, though his 
Lordship might not, perhaps, be very we M 
able to account forthe acquisition, he mu 
one would think, know that Mr. yee Ga 
had acquired.—And here, since we have beev 
beguiled into a digression upon the opinions 
of Lord Harrowby, we may as well make 
the observations that occur to us upan his 
conduct, relative to the main subject before 
us, namely, the conniving at the withdraw- 
ing of nayal money from the Bank, and de- 
positing it at a private shop, in gross viola- 
tion of the Jaw. Lord Harrowby, then Mr. 
Dudley Ryder, succeeded Lord Melville as 
Treasurer df the Navy, which ofhee he held, 


ata salary of 4,000). a year clear of all de- 


ductions, from the 2d of June, 1800, to th. 
20th of .jNovember, 1801. He tells the 
Commissignets of Naval Inquiry, in his evi- 
dence, which will be found in the Parlia- 
mentary Debates, Vol. FT. ». 1202, that, 

though’ the practice of withdrawing naval 
money from the Baik to deposit with a pri- 
vate Rarer was not aathdimsed _by the spirit 
of the act, and though he haa recently qnit- 
ted an office of a similar natufe, (the army 
pay dthee) in which the regulations of Mr. 
Burke's bill had been strictly complied with, 
without any complaint of incynyvenicnce ; 

these circumstances existed, it was (strange 
to teil!) some time before his attentiqn was 
drawn toy Mr. Trotter’s practice of -transfex- 
ring. When jt was drawn, however, ,to. work 
be went; -but, about what, think you? Nut 
putting a stop to the practice, but abcut 
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‘* of weight sutlicient to justify the con- 


meking an inguiry into the expediency of the 
practice; and, though one would have 
thought, that there only required five mi- 
nutes to open and fead the statute-book, 
his Lordship went to the Bank, and, 
in process of time ‘* had nearly completed 
“ the inquiry,’ when he was prevented 
by a severe: illness “ from attending fur- 
‘« ther to the business of the office ;” and so, 
heleft the matter jastwhere hefound it. Pre- 
cisely what length of time elapsed, before 
his lordship’s ‘ attention was drawn to the 
© subject,” or how dong it was between the 
drawiie of his attention and his falling ill, 
we are not infermed: all that we know 1s, 
that he filled the office, or, at least, that 
he received the salary, for the space of a 
wear and a half; that the public paid him 
si thousand pounds sterling for his super- 
intendance and responsibility ; and that the 





ss — <u 


practice which he found to exist, and the 
conniving at which practice has, in the-case | 


of his predecessor, been declared by the 
House of Commons to be a gross violation of 
the law and a high breach ofdety, was con- 
tinued during the whole of hisTreasurership, 
and left by him to be pursued exactly as 
it was when he entered the office. But, 
though we possess not the advantage of 
knowing the date or duration of his Jord- 
ship's iliness, we have the pleasure to know, 
that it had a termination, and that, too, as 
will be well remembered as long as the 
Spanish war shall last, without producing a 
disqualification for office, and, as we must, 
of course, conclude, without totally destroy- 
ing his powers of recollection. Yet, without 
supposing the severity of his illness to have 
greatly umpaired bis memory, we shall not, 
| think, iind it very easy to account for 
his not having communicated to his successor 
the result of his long and painful inquiries, 
which, from the evidence of Mr. Bragve, he 
does not appear to have done; and, upon 
this score, our regret is the greater, when 
we reflect, that those inguiries were nearly 
completed, atel, that, it wus, perhaps, from 
the want of such communication, that the 
violation of the law was continued, almost a 
year longer, when Mr. Bragge finally puta 
stop toit, “* in” (to use his- own words) 
‘** the course of dhe sumimner of. 1862." 
Upon being asked by the Commissioners of 
Naval enquiry, ‘* what reasons induced 
‘* him to direct the practice’ to be discon- 
** tinued.” Mr. Bragge answered: “ [ 
** conceived the practice to be inconsistent 
* eye < bgt hrete. for the regula- 
a pee othce of tk Treasurer of the 

Navy, and that the conveniencies which 
_ were suggested to result fruim it, im facili- 
wauung the toaisactions of business were not. 


Cai 


‘* 


‘ 





 tinuance of such an irregularity.” Dhis 
is, unquestionably, a reason quite sufficient 
for putung a stop to the practice 5 but, we 
catinot help regretting, that, as Mr. Bragge 
ig a lawyer, and a gentleman of tolerably 
sharp faculties, he did not refer, at @ more 
early period, to “ the act for regulating 
«© the office,” which he was appointed to 
fll, and for the filling of which he received 
from the public 4,000 pounds a year, In 
“ the course of the summer!” . These gen- 
tlemen all appear to have a fondness for in- 
determinate expressions. Lord Harrowby 
talked with Mr. Pitt about it ‘‘ in the autumn 
of 1802.” ‘Where the acticn, or event, 
is connected with’ circumstances of cold and 
heat, wet aad dry, of cloud and sunshine, 
then it is natural, and may be quite sufhcient, 
to point out the season when it has taken 
place ; but, in speaking of the time of put- 
ting avstop to the violation of an.act of par- 
liament, we look for months and days. Lord 
Harrowby’s autumn may have begun with 
the harvest of 1802, that is to say, in the 
middle of Juty; and Mr. Bragge’s. summer 
may have ended with the middle of August; 
and thus, though using different denomina- 
tions, both may have been speaking. of 
exactly the same period. ‘‘ I am in the 
‘« hearing of the public” (as. Mr. Pitt 
sometimes humouronsly says with regard to 
the House of Commons), and, I think, 
that the public will remember. something ot 
the popular contest that agitated the na- 
tion, and more particularly the metropolis 
and its county, in the months of July and 
August, 1802; and, that, amongst. the 
persons implicated in the angry discussion 
that arose out’ of that contest, was Mr. 
Coutts, the banker. ‘Fhe public will, 1 
am pretty sure, recollect, that. the minis- 
terial newspapers and the Anti-Jacobin Re- 
view, from motives that I am not disposed 
to censure, made. strong representations 
upon the conduct of Mr. Coutts in support- 
ing the cause of Sir Francis Burdett, .and 
some of them did not refrain from remark- 
ing upon what was termed his ‘ingratitude 
** to the government,” hinting, at the same 
time, that he no longer ought to te tke 
keeper af the money for the public offices. 
The readers of the Register will recolject, 
that at the time here referred to, I published 
(see vol. IL. p. 164). an article, containing: 4 
declaration, on the part of Mr. Coutts, that 
he had not, in anywise, interfered in the 
Middlesex Election, and that Le had.never 
aided the interest of Sir. Francis: Burdett, 
euher with his personal influence or.with 
his purse, a declaration which I- thought it 
ny duty to publish, it having béén com- 
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icated to me by a gentleman of hic! 
tion in life and of most scrupulons im- 
Now, it isnot my. wish to strain 
hese facts; and I have re:ninded-the public 
i for no other purpose than that of 
“Bringing his mind back to a fair and full view 
) the situation of things , at the time whe 
the withdrawing of the naval money fen 
@ bank and lod dging it at Mr. Coutt’s was 
ally, and for ‘the first time, put a stop 
sand when, as it would appear from the 
avid ince Of Mr, Pitt, he received the first 
MhtiMation of private emolument being de- 
Fived from the practice ; > and, in now re- 


tithing to the case of Mr. Pitt, we must 
s, I think, ust there is a singular 
idence in all the circumstances ; for, 


one‘must be struck with the statement, 
at Lord Harrowby, who discovered the 
existence of Mr. Trotter's practice, ‘and who 
get on foot au inquiry fespecting it, should 
never have spoken to Mr. Pitt, till after that 
Rentlen in Was oitf of office, though he con- 
titied in oifice for nine months 
larrowby becamé ‘Treasurer of the Navy. 
After Mr. Pitt was out of office, his lord- 
ship did; it seems, mention it to him ; and, 
again when they were loth out of office, in 
the autumn of 1802, his lords ship. appears 
to have discovered, and to have suggested 
to Mr. Pitt, that private emolument, to 
Tie banking shop, ‘at least, must “ ne- 
* cessarily” be derived from the trans- 
ferring practice. Now, too, for the fitst 


they talked abor it Mr. Coutts ‘Trot-' 


te 
and appear to have found out, that 
the advantage derived from the temporary 
ossession Of the naval m mey mij tht have 
ed to that gentlenian’s connexion with the 
shop of Mr. Coutts. - Mr. Pitt was asked by 
the Select Committee, whether upen these 
gestions of Lord Harrowby. he took any 
Steps to ascertain the faets; to which he an- 
Swered in the negative. The reason of this 
Appears to be, that | he was then out of office! 
A want of official aut/writy, and a scrupu- 
ou attachment to’ forms, seem to have every 
where presented themselves @s af) insapera- 
me bar to investigation, on the part of Mr. 
Pitt, with respect to the detection of this 
oss violation of ‘the law ; and this appears 
me more extraordina ny, whet we recollect 
With what “ fortitude’ he set forms, and 
wen laws, at defiance, when the object was 
B afford relief to Boyd aid Benfield, though 
is hardly possible to conceive, that, if the 
iter case, 
D be good, 























the oid of public ‘duty could 


* He was ott of the office, it is true ; 
nt ; the offite was still in existence, and 
Was filed by a person, with whom he was, 


after’ Lord > 


aflowing all the alle; sed reasons’ 


ave | ben. thought stronger than in’ the’for-’ 
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as yet (in the autumn of 1802) upon the 
most friendly and confidential ‘footing, and 
in whose management of public’ atizirs, he 
was, moreover, well known not to have ab- 
stained from interference ; a circumstance 
of which Lord Harrowby could not, we 
must suppose, be unac quainted, and henee 
some persons may conclude, that Lord Har- 
r why might be indaced to omit communi- 
eating his suspicions to Mr. Addington, an 
omission not otherwise to be easily account- 
ed for, from any of those honourable mo- 
tives, by which we must suppose a ge. 
like his lordship always to be actuated. Yet, 
Whatever the cause may have been, we know 
that ihe eifect has been to prolong the dura- 
tion of the gross violation on the Jaw: we 
we information 


have seen, that Mr. Raikes 

respecting it in, or about, AY pril 1707 ; that 
Lord Harrowby discovered its existence, 
mentioned it to Mr. Pitt, snd was taking 


steps to put a stop to it in 1800, or 1SO1; 
that Mr. Bragge, after nearly a yews trea- 
surétship, did finally put a stop to in the 
course of the summer of 1802, that Lord 
Harrowby suggested to Mr. Pitt in the 
autumn of 1802, that private emolument 
was necessarily derived to the private 
banking shop from the transfer of the 
naval money: all this we know, and we 
know besides, that, after all this, Mr. Pitt 
chose Lord Melville as is’ prime associate 
in a new ministry, that he placed him in 
that and most important office, the 


high 
head of the Admiralty, where he would ne 


‘cessarily become a great distributor of ho- 


nours, trusts, and emoluments, and where 
he would as necessarily have the best oppor- 
tunity of exerting his powerful influence «s 
to all m: ers, past as well as future, con- 
neeted’ with the-office of Treasurer of the 

Navy ; and, acedtdingly we have seen, that 
coeval with this his appointment was the re- 
appointment of Mr. Trotter to the pay- 
mastership of the’navy, a re-appointment df 

which Mz. Pitt could not be tynorant, and 
which proceeded immediately from » persor, 
well known to be, openly and avowediy de- 
clared to be, absolutely devoted to Mr. Pitt. 
It was, too, we must remember, after ail 
these tratsactions; after Mr. Pitt's acqui- 
ring all thelights afforded by Mr. Raikés 
and Lord Harfowby ; after bis mind must 
have received andre tham enough to satisfy it 
as to the conduétof ‘Lord Meiville in wat 
has now, by the Huse of Commons, been 
declared to be’ “a préss violation of the laiv 
“and a High breach dt duty ;"’ after aj) this 
it was, that-he advised his M ajesty to mrant to 
the “* right trusty aid weill-beloved council- 
** lor Henry Lord Viscount Meiviiie,”,. the 
sum of 1,500]. a year for life, in addition to 
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the immiense sum he already annually re- 
evived ftom the public purse. ‘This we can- 
not but remember, aud, remembering it, we 
are in. no danger of forming an /ungust judg - 
ment as to the conduct, the motives, and the 
public character of Mr. Pitt. 

Thus have J, with that brevity, perspi- 
culty, and foree b have been able; placed be- 
tore the reader the facts and the arguments 
that have occurred to me relative to this case, 
leaying hiny, first to divest his mind of all 
personal and: patty considerations, next to 
form his: opinion, and then, as a loyal sub- 
ject, asa lover of his country, and as an ho- 
nést may to. act upon that opinion. 

July, 1805; Wo. Cospett. 





————— —_——— 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Views or THB Roman CatHoLics.——- 
In.a subsequent. page of the present’ sheet 
will be founda letter upon this subject, to 
which letter I leave to request the at- 
tention of the reader. Jt, breathes a spirit 
of unaderation, which one must wish to see 
prevail jn all discussions, but particularly in 
the, discussion of a question involving the 
present tranquillity, andy probably, the per- 
mancrit salety of the kingdom. ‘The writer 
of the letter, toawhich Lbere refer, seems 
to think, that the elaims, set forth tthe pe- 
tijon of the Roman Cathelics, would, if 
granted, only. serve as an eneguragemient to 
the preferring .of further and mere impor- 
taut claims, ‘ands that, if we niake this one 
step, we. shall never be able to stop, till 
concession upon .concéssian ~ has. destroyed 
the Protestant hierarchy in Ireland, atier 
whith the whole of thie establishment would 
sooti follow. lf Lwere of this opinion, I 
should say, ‘“ grant nothing.” For, J am 
thoroughly persuaded, . that, if the Church 
of. England establishment fall, the: monarchy 
Will not Jong-survive it. « But, I am not of 
the opinion of this writer ; for, though I do 
not say, Bet do I think, that the grants 
to the Roman Catholics could have stopped 
with the yielding to the claims set forth in 
the petition, I. think that. it may. easily be 
sown, and I da flatter myself, that Lshall, 
aS. Opporfanity serves, be able to show, that 
the very means of satisfying the Roman Cas 
tholics might be made eminently conducive, 
not only to the Safety of the church, as the 
church now Stands, but. to.the. restoring. of | 
it to that degree of .inflyence amongst the 
p:ople, from which every one must.perceive 
it has daiJen, ... When we talk, .hawever, of. 
dangers to.¢he eh as a.church, we iit 
never Pupget us, sy ger | 
threatens, Oy stele; and, therefore, were we 
to conclude, Chat at, would risk, agme loss of 
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tluence, aud, consequently incur. some 
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degree of danger, from further concessions 
tothe Roman.Catholics, we should not de- 
termine against concession, till we were 
convinced, that this danger would be greater 
than the danger; which, from a-refusal to 
concede, woukl arise fofhe church in com- 
mont with the state: Against the ins inua- 
tions, aid might say the abuse, asito mMy~- 
self, ftom the pens of some of the Orangists 
and their partisans’in this country, Imay, I 
think, safely rely for a defence onthe ob- 
servation and judgment of those, whe have 
read what I have written upon subjects. con- 
nected with the interests and honour! of the 
Church of England. To the recollection of 
these persons I may safely appeal, whether 
I have ever, in compliance with the buf too 
much prevailing notions of the times, am- 
puted. to the church establishment. any 
portion of those calarnities, which. the 
nation has, either recently or at any former 
period, etipetienced; aid whether Ihave 
not, on the contrary, seized every .cecasion 
that fairly offered itself, of endeavouring to 
maintain the establishment, .and. to. resist 
every attempt at encroachment :om any of 
its rights or privileges. With wiiat: degree 
of success these efforts of mine may have 
been attended, it is not for me to-say.; but, 
J assert, without atiy fear of contradiction, 
that I haye maintained the grousid whereon 
no other writer has vefitured to inake 4 
stand; that I have never, in a single in- 
stance, fliriched a hair's breadth from the 
cause of the chufch; and, that I, have lived 
to see the day, when projects for robbing 
her of the remainder of her patrimgny_are no 
longer openly avewed. Those, who assent 
to the truth of these assertions, theugh they 
how see me agreeing in. the..expediency of 
further coucessions to the Roman Catholics, 
ought, I think, to give me credit for a tho- 
rough ‘conviction, that. those..concessions 
might be made without any risk. to tlie ine 
terests of the church... asf tnd) | 

Tue Continent s¢enis to begin. to wear 
an aspect of war. . It appears,‘ that the bold 
strides of Napoleon, jin Italy, have; at last, 
excited sume symptams,, of | disposition. to 
resistanee on. the part; of .Austriaj.and, if 
thiS dispesition.has. net, become visible till, 
possibly; it be too lates the: fault:is, ina great 
theasure to be attributed to: the ministers of 


.) England, whose, system, of politios, if any 
| thing: of theirs pan be called 


| me! iy! a system, could 
not have begnothertlian it,hasbeea, ifthe 


} intentina had been. te'aid Napoleon in. the 
. ” j 
+ of any danger that | O 


subjugation; of; the. femainder of, Europe. 
wh (pairrel with, Pande, as far as can be 
fairly jnieried frome the conduct jabd. event 
rom the derlarations of the ministers, is for 
a seKish; object; for Jdadig, Trking.then 
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tthe their own grounds, the French ‘have a 
full right to contend, that Malta was the 
sdiesobject of the war. 
overand over again complained; at the out- 
, 8607 tlo-other visible; no other professed, ob- 
" jectawith the men in power in this country ; 
and@jitherefore; it is; as we said it would be, 
thatithe:powers'ot the Continent have eyed 
uswith mistrust, ‘ard have, accordingly, been 
calmyaf nbt indifferent spectators of the con- 
testlo <Theyssaw; that it was a contest, in the 
ismedfewhich;-as ‘far ‘as related to:our pro- 
fessetband:apparent object; they had’no: in- 
tepebt.to There) was nothing great, nothing 
lifierabit thie cause ; ‘no wonder, therefore, 
thative have met'with nov greatness or libe- 
imthose, to whom we looked for the 
means of sustaining it. Lhe powers of the 
Continent have not forgotten the peace, the 
ious peace, of Amiens. ‘Russia and 

Wstria have aot forgotten the losses of Sar- 
dini@dnd Portugal ; nor have they forgotten 
; isitiom” of the territories of Ceylon 
an Priinidad, by the giving up of which ac- 
n, they‘now know, that a compensa- 
®, if not a reinstatement, might have been 
_ obtaimed for the King of Sardinia.* And, 
owers well kriow, though the remain- 
tisans of Mr. Pitt appear to have for- 
Vit; that the ministers who began and 
whoetonclided that peace are still in place, 
and live; of course, still the power-of acting 
part again, “as far, at least, as the 

will letithem.- Mr. Pitt did, indeed, 

‘Of ** repressitig the ambition and chas- 
Rising the insolence of Buonaparté ;” but, 
ers. of the Continent, Jike ‘Doctor 

have: ** heard these: words some- 

4 ly before.” They have found to their 
colt, that itis not the threats but the: pro- 
migesyof: this gentleman; ‘that are to be 
dreaded ; \a\ truth which they might have 
learatitwenty years ayo b¥ listening to Lord 
orth, who; upon one éf the debates about 
India, said that he never absolutely despaired 
fahy cause that Mr. Pitt did not solemnly 
2 to anaintain, The powers of ‘the 
nent have leariit from dear bought ex- 
e, that Mr. Pites words do’ not: kill 
por. tind the French have, @uring 
Ame ‘périod, ‘learnt’ to: despise ‘and to 
at ‘those tuteid-and verbose harangnes, 
ich, at last, the soft Cymons of Eng- 
devin to ‘be iw eary of the’ repetition.— 
fertheless, so ep ‘80° parently bound- 
a; are the” strides of Napalean, that it 
t6' bé neXt fo! inphaning that Austria 
Mid not makésome sor: of effort to arrest 
ogress: "What may bé the: consequence 
‘efforts fio'nian éan tell”! The danger 
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on the sitie of war as well as on the side of a 
continuation of peace is so tremendous, that 
there is, at the present moment, no contem- 
plating dither witl: that sicady and tranquil 
view which®is necessary to the fornung of a 
tational conclusion upon the subject. 
Manrauis Wevrestey~—It is impos- 
sible to touch upoi'the subsector edaqocets; 
and the annexation of territory, * without 
haying one’s mind drawn’ towards that. ill 
fated peninsula, that great republic of states, 
which, for many years past,'has been groan- 
ing under the red of England; .and, though 
the conquests and annexations of the French 





a ee + 








conqueror differ as widely: frome those of 
Lord Wellesley as the combats of. Richard 
Coeur de Lion differed from those of Don 
Quixote against the procession of monks, or 
the flock of sheep, yet, we ‘see that thie 
French fail not to justify themselves by his 
Lordship’s example, and, we ‘may rest: as- 
sured, that, to all the other great and pume- 
rous evils of our India wars afd conquests, 
we have toadd no small part of the Sitgier 
which we now experience from the divided 
and enfeebled state of the ‘continent of Eu- 
rope. The subject of Lord Wellesley’s wars, 
respecting which, in imitation, doubtless, of 
Cesar, he has favoured the world. with some 
reasonably voluminous commentaties, seems, 
at last, to have attracted the setious attention 
of the House of Commons, where Mx. - 
PAULL, whom report represents as a gentie- 
man well qualified for the task, has, within 
these few days, moved for fhe production of 
certain official doctiments, preparatory to an 
investigation; Which he has promised to in- 
stitute early in the next session of parlia- 
ment, relative to two’ particular points in. 
Lord Wellesiey’s conduct, namely, his ag-» 
gression on the Vizier of ‘Oude, and-his ap-: 
pointment of and great pecuniary allowances 
to; his brother Mr. Wellesley, as a Licute- 
nant Governor, ‘These two points are, one’ 
would thirky very simple; yet, Mr. Paull 
will do well not to make ‘too frequent a call: 
for papers, of which, though he appears to 
be’.a very youtig man, he may’ be assured, 
that Lord Castlereagh will furnish him with’ 
moré than he will be able to read before his 
locks are as white as silver.~ This is not tle 
age When meu read ‘folios ; and our warriors 
‘in the East, who seem to bieall “nlimated by 
- one soul) ‘a9 to this matter, scern’to put their’ 
| hands to ally: thing short of ‘a’ folio. © With 
the other good things of the East; they seem, 
' too, to"have appropriated to themselves the 
Eastern ‘maimer of writing, by the aid of 
which they so swell out ‘their relations and 
| confuse their facts, that, a plain country 
gentleman, -after having gohé through a do- 
aen-or twe of pages, not being able to dis- 
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cern what part is to be regarded as history, 
and what as romance, throws down the folio, 
with the observation, that ‘‘ government 
«* must be supported,” and slap goes huis 
vote for the munister. With .submiiss.cn, 
therefore, to Mr. Pauil, Iretain my opinion, 
that, to call. fer papers from the ministers, 
particularly upon Incia Aflairs, ig not the 
way to come at frat, nor to produce efiect 
upon the members’ot parlidment, or upon 
the public. It is beginning at the wrong 
end. The facts ought to-be well] ascertained 
by the mover, before he opens the subject, 
who has, then, nothing-to do but explicitly 
to state antl perseveringly to urge.bis charge, 
leavine the ministers to defend themselves, 
and, if their defence consist of false 
tions, then it is quite time enough to cail for 
papers to disprove those assertions, which, 
pap.cs would necessarily lie in a smail com- 
pass, ory i the parts whereon the par- 
ties were at issue would be easily selected, 
and would, of course, be read, understood, 
ani speedily decided upoh. A difterent 
couse has, however, in compliance with 
tem, been adopted by Mr. Paull; and, 
‘or the present, 1 have only to say, that 1 
erely hope, that he may discover per- 
se, erance éuitable to the importance of the 
subject hehas undertaken, and that thai perse- 
verance may be crowned with success, being 
cleauy of Opinion, that, from every thing 
that has been pubiished relative to the two 
points in question, the conduct ef Lord Wel- 
knu, here, ] canpoi 


asser- 


teorrat 
sCilan , 


jeJey 18 wojpustifabie. 
resist, by way of cor 
that the deciaration which the debate report- 
ers have impeded to Sir William Boroughs, 
namely, tat there was nothing contrary to 
law inthe act Oo} appointing vir. Weilesley 
to the situation of Lieutenant Governor wiih 
great pectiniary allowances, has stricken nie, 
as I know it has many others, witha degree 
of astonis2ment, which even a due conside- 
rauon of that gentlenian’s situation and pro- 
bable views kas not been able entirely to re- 
move, 

Tne Compimen Pirers ourvigilant mi- 


nisters have teund, at last, in the harbonr of 


Martinico,’ ‘The intelligence comes trom 
St. Lucia; whers it had, onthe 14:4 of May 
been notited, that’ an enemy's tleet of io 
sail of the dine aig! 6 frigates had eones a day 
or two before, into the barbour eo: fort Roy- 
al, Mer inito. ‘Lhe following is: a eopy of 
the noteot Lord Hawkeshary; commani a- 
ling tis intelligence to the Mayer of. Lon 
don. ‘* Lerd*Haukesbary paesents his com- 
= nt tothe: Land Majer of Lenco, 
RY aps» se iene au culty trans une 

g ne briton, Capt. Mlar-hail, 


’ © pata . } ’ . 
} “ dated St. Lucie the 4412 of May last, 
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«© \ hich Lord Hawkesbury has sust received 
‘‘ in a letter from the Mayor of Liverpool, 
‘© at which port Capt. Marshall arrived on 
“ the 29th ult. ; and Lard Hawkesbury re- 
«¢ quests the Lord Mayor will be so good as 
‘* to communicate the information therein 
‘ contained to Lloyd's Cottee-house.”—— 
The entry from the Log Book of the Triton 
is. as follows.——‘* Information -was--re- 
“« ecived here (St. Lucie) this day, May 14, 
“ from Captain Morris, commanding at the 
« Diamond RB 





Rock, that a French feet, cen- 
‘< sisting of sixteen sail of the line, sixfri- 
‘< gates, and three brigs, had this morning 
‘« passed the Rock, and gone into Fort Roy- 
« al, Martinique. On the 21st of May 
“* was boarded by a boat fram his Majesty’s 
‘«« ship Goolan, Captain Ayscough; off Cape 
‘© Samana and St. Domingo, to whom Cap- 
‘tain Marshall communicated the: above 
‘* information, and with. whom he imme- 
diately proceeded to Jamaica... On Mon- 
‘* day the 10th of June, Captain Marshall 
“ was spoke by his Majesty’s frigate, the 





“ Mercury, Captain —-— , im dat. 40. 
* 51. N. and long. 48. W. beund from Ja- 
‘* maica for England, and to whom Captain 


Niarshall made the communication.” The 
combined force is stated to be, of Frenchj 11 
sail of the line and 7 frigates; of Spanish, 5 
sail of. the line, 1 frigate, and 1 brig. 
The English foree, under. Admirals Dacres 
and Cochrane, consists of G ships of the 
line, besides frigates and sloaps of war.—— 
Of Lord Nelson, who has about.) sail of 
the jine under jum, it is said, that-ke waé-at 
Madera, on his way to Jemaics,.on the 17th 
ot May—'Lhe readers of the Register will 
now calito mind, that, from. the moment 
a war with Spain wes talked of, I besought 
their attention to the dangers, which we 
shoula-be exposed to in the West Indies ; 
that Ihave repeatedly dwelt upon the neces- 
sity ef providing for the defence, both by 
land and sea, ct those valuable possessions ; 
and that I Lave -more than once expressed 
my apprehension, that, while we were 
watching over the land of Feypt, in which 
we had nowmore interest, than we had in the 
hands which, os some suppose, make part of 
the moon, the enemy woud capture, or at 
least, day. waste (tor that Dregarded as his 








object) those possessions whieh we have held 


for so longa time, which-are so congenial to 
the nature of our warlike forces and which 
have been found so conducive to our nation?! 
svength and prosperity, - Phe Brazils, tle 
Wape of Good Hope, Ceylon, have all bern 

schuiengtas the probable -ebjects of: the 
combined exp¢ dition. 
im} robability in these eonjectures. Nz o- 
icon and bis pcunciliors miake @ great deal of 


But, there was grest | 
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sour “‘ Empire in the East,” in their repre- 
Sentations against us; but, they are not such 
fools as in earnest to envy us the possession 
‘ofthat Empire, though we hear a ministerial 
Writer congratulating the public that the 
‘combined fleets have not taken that direc- 
*tion. Napoleon well knows what possessions 
-ate most valuable to us, and thuse he appears 
resolved to take trom us, to destroy, or, at 
thevery least, materially to injure. What, 
‘therctore, are we to think of the writers in 
ethe ministerial » «pers, who rejoice, or, who 
end, at jeast, to rejoice, that the com- 
imed fleets are safery moored in the West 
Tadies!: ‘That the French intend to employ 
their troops against the blacks in Saint Do- 





mingo is qui ie improbable. ‘They will, I 
‘shooid think, at once pitch on upon our Lee- 
ward Islands, and not go to Jamaica, where 
» from the intelligence they will have received 
they will fear to have to face Lord Nelson, 
tham whom they would rather meet with 
WGatan himself. Indeed, the apparition of 
Lord Nelson will haunt them, trom the mo- 
mment they hear that he is in pursuit of them ; 
and, except in case of accident to him 
(xyhic! hy God forbid '), they will find it difh- 
Venlt to. stir from under their batteries for 
“Mere thet, a fortnight or three weeks after 


@heir arrival at Martinico. So cuut, they 
May, probably, be able to : nothing 
more aes a capture of cue or two of the 
p Beeward Islands; whico. »owever, they may 
‘fencer not w orth covering, even if we 


») had troons to spare ivr the undertaking. Of 
Antigua they wis ve likely to make sure on 
Wamecount of its iock-yards, and of the addi- 
Sonal meas thereby to be acquired of har- 
Seesine ourtrade. When Lord Nelson has 
Yatfived, they will probably go and remain 
qaictly under their batteries of Fort Royal ; 
and, in ihat case, the very least evil arising to 
us from the expedition, will be, the cost in 
Money and the waste m lives arising from 
wibe necessity which we shall be under of 
ae jn the West Indies, twenty sail of 
the lme more, during the war, than we 
es “should have wanted there, had we. not sent a 
Sewriter ot & pi 2rams to the court of Madril 
, Mow dearly have we paid; and bow dearly 
‘Cag ahall we yet pay, for being ruled by a minis- 
ter beset with ‘* young friends ! =| Since 
Hythe above was written, intelligence has been 
Fece Alain by gavern nee t, that “the Combined 





ate Srarr or THE AnMy has unde rgone 
fanother examination by Colonel Craviurd, 

Pawho, on the 28th ultuno, proposed, attdr a 
P very long and wery. able speech, aaesobition 
Bupen the subjeet. Mr. Pitt, like the Copper 
Captain, “* scorned to stoop to. a delence,”’ 
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from his own lips, at least, and left it, there 
fore, to flow from those of Lord Caslereagh, 
There was a day, when conduet like this i 
Mr. Pitt, might, with. some, persons, ee 
passed lor diguified ; but that day 15 passed ; 
for neither silence nor any thing else will 
ever be at ributed to digui/y of mind, in the 
man who has sought for a reconciliation with, 
and who has lived in a state of abject. poli-~ 
real subjection to, persons, whom, only a 
few months ago, he. characterived by every 
phrase he could. think of dese riptive of ** ine 
“< capacity and wmbecility. Colonel 
Crauturd having, during his speech, noticed 
ihe judicrous circumstance, that he himself, 
might, im consequence of the present sys- 
tem, tind himself under the command of 
certain pastry-cook in the city of ae 
to whom he very pointedly and very pro- 
perly alluded, the hireling part of, the press, 
through the means of which any man may 
procure the publication..of any thing, pro- 
vided he be. willing and able ¢o pay for it, 
has been animadverting. very severely upon 
what they call ‘* the éndedicecy and ihte- 
cf rality ” of the allusion; but, all those 
who heard Colonel Crautard’s, speech must 
at onee yeject such an accusation; for, he 
spoke very handsomely ef the .pastry-cook 
in question, a$ a pastry-cook ; and, as to 
the particular charges of wderadity and in- 
delicac, ¥, nothing ean be farther trom the 
triat oe for “he expressly applauded the pastry 
» Volunteer Colonel, dwelt with evi- 
dent eiallian e on the delicacy of it, and, 
course, enceuraged a liberality ot purchase 
in the eaters thereof, Ail that he found 
fault with, wag, thai the talents, by which the 
said pastry .was produced, ; were. directed 
trom their propes rsphere, especially as such 
diversion might tend to. the destruction. of 
the lives of .mewy, to say nethig about the 
liberties.of the cauntry. ‘The objection of 
Colonel Craufurd: was net to the coek int 
quesiion assuming tie rank of Colonel,. ant 
exercising the functions thereunto attached 
over the volunteers, but to his exereising 
those functions. ever the real soldiers, What 
would it be to him whether Colonel Pitt took 








the command ef Colonel Pattypan, or» Cox 
lopel P attypan of Colonel Pitt? But, wher 
it, becomes 0: my | possible, that either of ther 
may assume the comand over him, it ther 
becomes hun, or any real soldier; it thot 
becomes him, as an otheer of the army. dod 
as.a friend to tis Vy ase to make and to 
urge his objectto 
‘Ma. Cocunann Jonnarone The oc+ 
eurrences relating to this.pentlemc n; late 2 
Colonel. in the atmy. and. the Governor of 
Doraizica, having, and nee Without reasert; 
| excited an extraordinary degree. of attention 
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and interest, Laegret, that I have not, at 
present, tune to inake, upon the subject, 
those observations, which haye presented 
themselyes. to. my mind, aad to which, i 
my next sheet, L shall have to solicit the .at- 
tentionof the reader... -The subject. was in- 
troduced in the House of Commons on the 
28th. ultime,.-by General Fitzpatrick ; -and, 
closely connected as-it evidently is with the 
first intesests of the regular army, I should 


not. think »myself justifiable in-the eyes of- 


my readers, if I lost one moment in laying 
before them, with.as much accuracy as the 
nature of the case admits of, the-sentiments 
and the words of General Fitzpatrick, whose 
universally acknowledged judgment and in- 
tegrity must give a tavourable impression 
with respect to any cause that he espouses. 


ae 


Lrise, Sir,” sayshe, ‘* to mention asub- 


‘* sect.on which it is my intention hereafter 
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to submit. a. motion to the House; and I 
wish, to take the present opportunity of 
doing+s9, because it relates to that mili- 
tary administration which is to form part 
of the business of this day’s discussion. 
The present advanced state of the sessions 
will prevent my being able io bring for- 
ward any motion, though I wish it much. 
It is, however, a subject of such extreme 
impostanoe, that it is necessary for me to 
take some notice of it. The House may 
be assured..Jshall etate.it. in-form-en a 
future occasion, and as early as-possible. 
The subject consists of a very gross and 
alarming ..evil; one which, I). appre- 
hend,, has but lately crept juto the admi- 
nastration of the military law of: this 
country. 1 trust, the practice to which 
I allude: is ‘an innovation of not many 
years standing.. I am informed it is. It 
respects the execution of the duties of the 
office of Judge Advocate General of the 
Army. I find, that under the present 
practice there is-in the ofhce of Judge 
Advocate the assumption of apower which 
I conceive is not consistent with that of- 
fice,.and not warranted by the laws and 
constitution of this country. Every gen- 
theman’! who. hears me knows how great 
the extent of the royal prerogative is with 
respect to the military. government. Every 


ene -knows'the.power of his Majesty ta 


Gisiaisss without acourt martial, any per- } 


you. who'bears acommission in the army. 
I should ‘be-the jastiman to.call. in ques« 


no man’ wall ict me, when. I say; 
that A (pera “of suchextent ought 
to be energised: ander the advice of 7 
sponsible... ministers. The law of this 


country enableehis Majesty to appoint 
—The 


courts martial (pr military offences. 
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tiqn the soyel prerogative, but J am sure | 


every one, who has any regard for justice, 


[20 
law places in his Majesty the right. of 
confirming or remitting. their..sentences, 
but-d. do not believe that the Jaw or the 
constitution of this country could ever in- 
tend that the officer of the crown, in the 
exercise of such a prerogative, should be 
the Judge Advocate of the Armyyn I be- 
lieve he is: at. present the soleadviser of 
the crown; [believe that this ‘practice 
has prevailed only during: a part) of the 
time the Right Honeurable Baronet tras 
been in possession of it: Formerly >the 
transmission of sentences of courts mar- 
tial was through the office of the Secreta- 
tary at War. The Secretary at. War of 
course became responsible for the advice 
he gave. With respect to “his: deci- 
sion, 1 am not sure that I think ‘that 
was sufficiently solemn for a decision 
on so important. a point. J. cannot 
conceive-why the tves, fortunes, and 
characters of his Majesty's military offi- 
cers should not be entitled to as solemn a 
cansidcration as those of every other sub- 


ject in the country. Every one knows 


that those important concerns, asthey 
affect other classes of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects, are decided by his Majesty in coun- 
cil, I think the same ‘solemnity ought 
to be observed with regard to the sen- 
tences of courts martial; but that will 


bea question for future consideration. 


That thts practice does prevail, and-has 
been attended with great hardship to in- 
dividuals, 1 shali be enabled to shew in 
a case that has lately occurred, and: has 
spread the greatest alarm throughout the 
whole army: I allude ‘to’ the’ case of 
CoLowg: CocuraneJOuNSTONE, agen- 
tleman who, after @ trial bya court~ 
martial, and an honourable acquittal, has, 
at the instance of the Judge’ Advocate, 


teen exposed to the penalties and punish- 


ment attendant upon guilt. This is-what 
I shall submit to parliament. I am aware 
that an appeal from-the sentence of any 
court-martial to this House is'a delicate 
question; but in’ the present case the ap- 
peal is in: favour ‘of the court-martial, 
and seeks redress against the effects: of 


undue influence. I-beg pardon for dwel-: 


ling se longson the subject.. I have risen 
to give this notice, and I shall bring for-" 
ward the motion early next sessions. It 
will consist: of two -brariches; one will 
bea complaint ‘against the exercise of. 
the office ; the other ‘will “vefér to the 
means: of defming the power of the of- 
fieer, and will saggest some provisions 
as-to the mamner of his conducting him- 
self in: future.”——In these sentiments 














~ “€ papers.” 








end for the good of the military service, 
, I think, heartily agree. As to the 
ular case of Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, 
ope as I said before,’ now sufficient 
before’ me to’ enter ‘into its’ merits ; 

,{ I cannot suffer this paper to go from 
pice th my harid: without declaring, that, 
1a very attentive perusal of his very 
Metter to! the Duke of York, ‘together 
the documents accompanying it, ~ Dan 
‘convinced, that he has, in conse- 
of misinformation and’ bad advice, 
{ m. treated in a manner, notto be justified 
upen=any of those principles which have 
loag happily distinguished the laws. and 
siof the British monarchy. There is 
umstance more to notice here, and 
oie that this gentleman is a relation of 
Lord Melville ; but, lam certain, that the 
will turn with scorn frem the idea 
iting upon one man the imputations 
t another, however nearly they may 
mnected by those ties, which should 
r produce any but the most amiable and 
cent effects. 


















vi 


MinaAL Duckworty.—It will be 
Milnes that, on the 7th ultimo, Co- 
lone , Wood made a motion in the House of 


ings of ‘a: court artic, held at Ports- 
some ‘time before, for the trial: of 
Duckworth, upom charges preferred 
ast! hin ‘by Captain Woed, late of: the 
ta frigate, Mr. W.. Dickinson, Captain 

wet, Sir Wiltiam E‘ford, Mr. Bak or, Ad> 
Markham, Lord Glenbervie,:and Capt. 
ey, spoke against the motion’; and, to 
othe words of the Times newspaper (and 
3. quote that paper I ishall) presently 

‘Blate)},. ‘‘ the whole House, with the excep- 
thon ofthe honourable Colonel himself, 
* negatived the motion for the production of 
That this statement is correct I 
k ;vand, I “must confess that I know: it 
ns it A regret; for, after all that we have seen 
neard during the last six months, could 
ararsicatly wished to see: the Flquse ot 
Ominens not. only grant the! papers called 
x by Celenel Wood, but lend to ‘that gen- 

Man every necessary assistance in the pro- 
ition of the inquiry, which was the object 
“Be protessed to have im view: In his speech 
a rentencslig charged: Admiral Duck~ 

; h with a wilful violation ef the. 4$th ar- 
rot, war, which article positively forbids 
"Ce captain or other commander of a King's 

Pp. from taking on beard, oréausing!to be 
Ren on board, aby; gdods of merchandizes 
atsoever, except in cases specified in. the 




















| t apply to the present case. At this tinte 
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e of.wer,-and which exception ‘does. 
ah. only obseryes that, according to the’ 
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minutes of the evidence taken before the 

court-martial, and. purporting to be ‘‘ pub- 

“‘ lished by permission of the Lords Com- 

“« missioners of the Admiralty ;" according 

to these minutes, it appears, that one of the 

King’s ships was, by thé order of Admiral 

Duckworth, loaded with a gteat-quantity of 
goods and merchandizes, im direct violation 

of the law. The gentlemen, who spoke 

against the motion of Colonel Wood, did 

not attempt to ‘deny the charge.! ‘They ail 
spoke to ¢havacter:' One had known him a 

long time ;’one had known hii ‘a shorter 
time ; ; anothet had had the honour of com- 

manding him ; another had had ‘the greater 

honour of being Commanded by him ; ano- 

ther had had the pleastire to sail with him in 

several voyages; another had had the happi- 
ness of his society on shore; and/all agree- 
ing, with that truth, doubtless, which ought 
to be expected from them upon such an oc- 

casion, that he was a most amiable and disin- 
terested man. But, what had this todo with 
the loading of the Acasta? What had i to 
do with the charge preferred ? What had it, 

I would’ ask Admiral Markham, to do with 
the violation of the law alleged by Colonel 
Wood? Adiiiral’ Markham’'s words, as re- 
ported in the Times! newspaper, which I 
quote because it is a priut which has been 
most steadily and most Iaudablyengeged in 
supporting the causéof the country against 
the partisans of Lord Melviliey his words, 
as here reported, were’ as follow :-+—“ Ad- 
“ miral’Markham ‘stated what he knew of 
** the vallant ‘admiral: « He had sefved tn- 
“* der his comniand; lie had known him 
« thirty yeats; he iweut .out With him to 
“© the West Indies in 9789." In 1797 and 
‘* 1798, he was under ‘him on the coast of 
“* Treland :! he west to’ ‘the Medrierraneatt 
© in 1708 inthe etid-of 2708, he went, 

** subject to his orders, to Minorta, second 
“ in command Kndiving go much’ of the 
** callant’adiniiszal, le felt it to be incumbent 
*€ upon him to give his opinion ‘or this dc- 
‘€ casion to the House, and he could honest- 
*« ly declaré,’ that during «the whole period, 

the never knew him do-any thing that was 
‘© oppressive: t@ the officers under “iyis ‘com- 
With respect to the Yaw opinion, 
“« he Wold justsay, that probably, not an 
“ offtierin the nay: ‘but might be superceded 
on Bich on! Opinions for, hardly one of 
“ themawas free from the sw ‘of transgres- 
stow as bo Whe € vesthverticls of + war. 
«| (Adaugh)' “Most captains brought home 
* apipe, oF even tere, Of Wine for himself 
“and fiends, when on d wine station 5 and 
« he hinisel? Ha! when ab thediniralty, 


« Repuested some of his naval: “ae ® 


“< bring” himy soime: wines) An . gea- 
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“« phens), must remember the practice be- 
“* tore he was born. (Laugh.)”’——What ! 
And is it true, then, that the Jaw is thus set 
at defiance? js.it true, that there is scarcely a 
Captain-injthe Navy who has not violated the 
law in a point where theve is no possibility of 
misunderstanding it? If tis be so, the Par- 
hament House was, surely, not the place to 
proclaim .the fact aloud, and to ‘‘ /augh” at 
it; and, I think, at will be.agreed, that, 
ell. men in-the world, with the single ©xcep- 
tion of Lord St. Vincent, Admiral Markham 
should have been the ast man so to proclaim 
and so to laugh. What! the very gentle- 
man, who, in proportion to-his capacity, has 
been the first amougst the pursuers of the 
enormities brought to light by the Commis- 
sioners of Naval Inquiry! Is it true, that 
while the House yet rings with his bold as- 
sertion, that one third part of the naval mo- 
ney might be. saved by putting a stop lo 
abuses; 4s it, can it be, troe, thai tins very 
genileman has ¢ince stood up to “ laugh” at 
a violation of the law, a gross, a most gross, 
violation of the law, in all the officers of the 
Navy; and even to avow,, that he, while a 
Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty, re- 
quésted of some of those officers to do, that 
which we know the law has positively prohi- 
bited !+I shall return to this subject; for, 
with me, where there ts not-perfeetimpar- 
tiality, ‘there 1s 0 justice. 

Arwon Cram, Upon this subject I 
have no room for remark, but, I cannot re- 
fraiyfiom sayipg, that, in the course of-a 
week or two, | hope to be able to exhibit the 
whole transaction to my readers in its true 
light. 











WIEWS OF THE CATHOLICS. 

[The following letter was sent to-me pre- 
vious te the discussion of the Catholic Ques- 
tion.» Want of room then prevented its 
insertion; bet, the reasoning it contains +s 
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* tleman ‘over’against ‘bi (Sir Philip Ste- ) stood i the limited and strict sense which 
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applicable t&alltimes, and, as it appears to | 


mete state the reed wrowntds, upon whieh 
noderate and disinterested men have op- 
sed the claims of the!@atholics, J think 
it worthy of public attentiewy anda further 
motive for its-insertion at present, is, that it 
will probably ead to a discussion Ofgthis im. 


Stx,——I_ have -perused the pétitian of 
‘the Roman Catholies of Ireland, with iat 
attention which a document of such im- 


‘portance deserves; and if the whole of the | 


Case, avith ail its connexions, under al] its 
‘bearings, ated with all the more or less re- 
‘MOE Consequences: which are expected to 
flow from it, have been fully and larly 
“ated ; if emancipation” is to be andrr- 


. 
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the gentlemen who have signedthe petition 
appear to give it; if no further views are 
concealed under this expression of their 
principles and wishes ; I should have no he- 
sitation to acouit the policy and expediency 
of accedine to their demands: But, with 
every scatunent of respect towards many of 
those who have subscribed this act, I must 
be permitted to doubt, if it can be considered 
48 containing the whole of the concessions 
which are qitimately expected from the Le- 
eislature. The principal Catholicsin Ireland 
may very possibly look to nothing more than 
what is comprised in ‘their petition; -but.if 
the knowledge which I have been able to 
obtain of the sentiments of tie great bulk of 
his Majesty's Catholic: subjects in that coun- 
try is eorrect, these latter willbe by. no 
means satisfied with the, what would be to 
them nugatory and useless. privileges of 
sitting in the Houses oi Parliament, filling 
the great offices of state, &c. Tneir views 
are said to be more substantial; éaey lock 
forward to an exemption from: those tithes 
which they now pay to the Protésiant clergy, 
and nothing short of this will, Iv am assured, 
allay their discontents.. I do not notice 
other grievances which may exist in Ireland, 
such as the mode of farming out estates, &c. 
as they are not immediately connected with 
the purpose of the present inquiry. It 
such are the views of the great body of the 
Catholics, and there seems to be but little 
doubt on this point in the minds of those 
who appear to be best acquainted with the 
interior of Ireland; it behoves us well to 
consider, whether the attainment of them 
will not be very much facilitated by granting 
that increase of power, which is the avowed 
object of the present petition ?* And what 
effect their final accomplishment would. pro- 
duce on the whole system of internal polity 
of the British empire ? With respect to 
the first of these questions, little need be 
said, a3 it must be obvious that such an ac- 
cession of power.as the Reman. Catholic 
interest would derive from the acquiescence 
of the-Legislature in the demands specified 
in the.petition, must necessarily .add to the 
means which it may already possess, of fur- 
thering the attainment cf its future objects. 
And with regard to the. second ques- 
tion, that is to say, the effect which may 
be ‘produced on our internal polity, I am 
inciined to apprehend, that as the nieasure 
to which i allude must be 2p imperial mea- 
sure, affecting alike all -patts of the Briuish 
empire, an exemption from tithes must in- 
evitably tend to the total dissolution of ow 
church establishment, not only in Ireland, 
but in fhis countiy, as well-as of the various, 
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#utions derived from, or interwoven 
If dissenters. of the Roman Ca- 
1 persuasion are exempted ‘from the 
men of santributing to the. ie gt of 

















Seterouid "het ey ou a not in justice to 
be called upon to maintain ministers w hose 
eines they do not profess, and w hose 
- they do not require, I cannot see 
at exemption can be ith-held from 
fiagenters.of every other deseription and it 
e t excmption should be general, which I 
: tend it must be, if granted at all, a wide 
er would be be shad n “open to all those ot 
the established hurch who might wish to 
the payment of tithes, to secede from 
Mithurch, « or, at least, to ali these who 
may fecl Jess iudifference with respect to 
heir-worldly concerns than to those of re- 
on.———\V hat ma ay be the numbers of 
Bwho may be thus tempted to become 
ers, I shall ee eto the conjectures and 
talations of those who have had opyor- 
fumities of cuscrving the ae sent infinence 
6 the religious principle throughyut this 
v,. his in fluence is ” visibly and ra- 
fedecreasing ; and should the Legislature 
a it: ihe the established church of 
: and.ail those exclusive 
7 with re espect to civil rights, which 
embers now enjoy, whilst at the same 
@it holds out the certainty of an exemp- 
| from pecuni; Ky burthens to Wise who 
from it, the conse ug ences must be 
ident. Some of these seceders may, 
ed, have,to support thé ministers of 
yer persuasion they may chuse to em- 
mace; but, upon the same principle that 
Rom: hn n Catholics may claim to be exempted 
from paying x tithes to 2..Protestant minister, 
hecause they are not of that persuasion, other 
Jpersons, who profess no religion at all may, 
wath equal; justice, claim to be exempted 
"OM paying to any minister of any persua- 
an, because. they are of none. ‘These 
ations, with respect to tithes, will ap- 
fF with equal force as to rates for the re- 
sof churches, as well as the several du- 
B and obligations arising out of onr esta 
Mishiment ; for it would be absurd to grant 
ee ccunsaion from the one, leaying the 
hers to subsist. 
Mancipation should be hereafter pushed to 
fextent which I have supposed, the con- 











































fils which will ensue from it will be, that 
adiscraceful competition between churches 
GE various persuasions, as to which shail 
Bn over the greatest number of adherents, 
t calling’ for the least pecuniary remunera- 
Mn 5 OF, in other-words, by exercising their 
istry d: the cheapest ‘rate ——— Nore of 








And if the measure of 


on will be general; and the least of the” 
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your correspondents have, .ay far as I have 
seen, examined the question of emancipation 
under this point of view. Tf any of them 
regard these opinions a5 open bs aid my 
apprehensions as unfounded, [shall be very 
glad to be set ari¢ht, and they will find nie 
open to conviction. Een fechas recat as 
any man the expediency of renderiny every 
class of the King’s subjects’ happy and ' doris 
tented, and thereby of promoting a therourh 
and cordial union betweeti. all the parts of 
the British empire in this ‘eventful ¢risis’s 
and [ again repeat, that I should be disposed 
to accede to the prayer of the €athotic peti 
tion, if it cam be shewn- that ‘the ‘Catholics 
will stop sat and that these concessions 
will not ultimately lead-to a measure whith 
will draw consequences 
which I have touched upon.——I_ am “well 
persuaded of the extreme importance’ of 
tranquillizing Ireland, as well as of thé poe 
making all reasonable sacrifices ‘t 
this effect ; ; and, abstractedly from all polk 
tical considerations, T am an ‘advocate tor a 
due religious toleration; but 1. must beqn- 
derstood to mean that degree cf toleration 
which is compaublé ws ith the! prosperity and 

is stenc ¢ of ou chiirch establishment.” And 

1 td, that toleration is in no case 
aon Nee rof right, as I have seen it stated to 
be in one of your late Registers.’~ Tt is 2 
mere question of poliey and expediency 
fer I contend, that’ the Inwfvl VEC ion 
power of a country has dmast pericet reat, 
either to with-hold to! 8 altocether, ét 
to grant it in whateve umiler 
whatever modifications it may deem cons 
sistent with the weltate of the state. lant, 
Sir, Your’s, &c. ——A CuvorCHMAN, 


5th April, 1805. 


7 . 
on the disastrous 


hey of 


eCX\ 
+ 
let m enere a¢ 


} . 
degree, and 





PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE. 
very highly in 
. Serjeant Best, far having &- 
rected the athe ith of parliament tochesde- 
fect in os statute of the Ath ot bib present 
Maj est resp tine merchants il cradérs 
havin ahs rivilege of par liament —_—$“" Thiswvety 
wholesome 2nd beneficial aét Was fitended 
to relieve the public frond the schiogs incoil- 
veniencies which had been felt bettie: mer: 
cantile v ‘orld, fron ‘peréotts Tatiade- being 
entitled to the privilege of pirliament and 
it emac ted, that in case a thader having pr- 
vilege of. parlisment, aid pot, within’ fo 
months after am 2 davit of debt had been 
filed in oné Of th@ eourts at Wesuninster ty 
the creditor of gfth . trader, either pay, cont- 
pound, or give*st: security for the debt ‘ta 
be récovered i, the aetion, as-showli-hé ap- 
Pr ed of bya jude of the court, whevetn 
-h afidavit. was frledand action broweltt, 


o ~_— —— — 


MERCHANTS’ 
Sir, saariae he public are 
debted to My 
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that such trader, notwithstanding his privi- 
lege, might be declared bankrupt from the 
expiration of that period; but the statute, 
very unfortunately, does not point out in 
what manner such action can Saw 
in so as to facilitate the recovery of the debt; 
and, therefore, in those cases wherein bonds 
to pay whatever may be recovered in the ac- 
tion with costs, in order to t the debt- 
or becoming bankrupt, the creditors are left 
without any remedy, unléss the debtor vo- 
luntarily enfers an appearance to the 

so issued 


against him; but if ‘he r or | 


to do so,_the creditor is deprived of 
all the benefit the legi intended he 
should have by virtae of that act. It ap- 
pears that the judge before whom the bend 
is given, according to the act, has ne power 
to make it'a condition in such bond, that the 
debtor shall enter an appearance to the pro- 
cess issued against him, according to this act, 
within the time prescribed by the courts in 
ordinary cases; and, therefore, the creditor 
is left without any remedy whatever, as he 
cannot enter an appearance to the protess he 
has issued, and the bond given accofding to 
this statute to prevent the debter becoming 
bankrupt 1s of ‘no avail, as ‘* the Gondition 
*“* of the bond js only to pay such sims as 
“* may be recovered in the action so brought, 
** and costs;” and in the event of thé death 
of the debtor, the bond must be deemed 
vid, no judgment having’been ‘had itr the 
action so brought from the want of an ap- 
pearance ; and the like inconvenience wi] 
also arise in case the debtor céases to have 
privilege for the action being® brought by 
gammons and original bill, according to the 
4th of the present King, “and not by com- 
mon process, it is understood the creditor in 
that event cannot proceed further in the ac- 
tion brought aceerding to that statute. —— 
From these circumstances it is presumed the 
serjeant had been induced to bri 
forward the bill now before Saitieient,: it 
order to remedy the inconveniencies before 
stated, and to give effect to tlie intention of 
legislature in: passing the before-men- 





the 
Goned act,’and as the intended aét does not | 


| of some value upon the Irish ‘government. 


| therefore, I hope-you will insert this state- 


| 2f. Schimmelpenninck's “Speech, concluded — 


sy 
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ii allow the present bill to pass intoalaw. "_‘¢hep 
bart is understood that the late ehief jus- i ws 
‘tiee of England often expressed his’ regret ~ =: 
“that from the defect. in this act the pablic 7 
were deprived of the benefit the législature 
intended they should have derived trom’ it — 
Atrrep—25th June, 1805.9 = 
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WHO IS THS TRIsB nee et r? bm 
Sr a man  . - 
-yon, Mr. Cobbett,- crsome-ef your corres- 
pondents will assist me with advice on the 
following case+—+-By the° death of a near 
relation [ lately became entitled to a*>claim 


I consulted my attorney, who isa very wise 
man in politics, and has a friendin the trea- 
sury, as to the manner in whith Fought to 
preceed to get my claim brought forward. 
In his opinion no time was to be lost in ap- 
plying in person to the Irish minister, but = 

there a difficulty occurred, namely; toa- . 8 
certain who this minister was; but this was | 
happily removed by an application: to ‘our 
treasury friend, who declared it to-be beyond 
a doybt that, since the union, the Secretary 


of State for the Home ent was the 
Trish minister. . With some pains] succeed- ~ 
ed in obtaining an audience of Lord Haw- 


kesbury, but I-bad no sooner.finished my - 
story, than his lordship cut me ‘short; by 
sayin business in-question. came within ~ 
the province of Mr. Vansittart’s otficial du- 
ties. To Mr. Vansittart next applied, but 7 
he told me that as it was a-money transac- 
tion I had better see Mr. Foster. Mr: Fos- 
ter e€ great readimess to “assist me, 
but recommended meto do nothine without 
knowing Lord: Hardwick's sentiments upo:i 
the subject. I} -then, ‘Sir, made a-journey 
to Dublin, but though Lord Hardwicke was 
very civil Ae said, thathe could do nothin: - 
till he saw Mr. Marsden. -Prthouglitit righ: — 
then to go to Mr.- Marsden, hopitg that’ ai 
last I had fixed: upon my avn Bo tt 
; ~blioppeimenest:$6:608 from 





‘Lord Redesdale: « “Phus,’ Mr. Gobbett;, [7 
have been bafiled in aljomy attempts:and, 
ment iz your Register, fiat I may have an ~_ 
mara of being’ accurately informed 

the Irish minister is————Your obedient 
servant —M. M.—June 20, 18057 & 
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resent ; -but perhaps your High Mighti- 


‘perhaps the nation, have a right to 
pine and consider upon the measures.l 


— to adopt for the redress,.of. their 
even es, and the reneveing of their-pros- 


——It is needless te say a-siagle-word 
‘ting my anclination and. resoluion Ao 
i. what is-most.dearto me, in order 


4 | ac a —— an re This 


ne desbtof: in, then un- 
7 as aheadaeaeateeeaen Pro- 
os. abet k aderes and whese care and 


_ pPOtection we have so often experienced. 


peinguiaed them ; on their good faith, 
, and iaward conviction, depends this 
oMpt. to-re-establish their happiness. 
It likewise depends,on_ the assistance, 


acord upopmion;of your High Mighti- 


aie 3 onthe wisdom-of your resolutions ; 
on he power of your example ; 


and on the 


ss.of your courage; ebjects in which 


canno be disappointed-if Ihave acquired 
aay Knowles of niankind: 


Finally, it 
cls om our love for our country, and 


th 's rea promises I -have of -the assistance 


ie great Napoleon, that. extraordinary 
who is.admired both by friends and 


| es ‘who, after having-caused a change in 


; ureef Eranop, which will be a snbject 
der and astonishment to future ages, 


“e bt mined the greatest influence over us, 


as over several. other nations, of 
> friendship 1- have the greater reason 


to boast, becatse it! was obtained by never 


ing from trath or-reetitude in all my 
my actions, or¢ven in my thoughts, 


oy eye read in the deepest 


heart.—~Notwithstanding 
Be hopes; | md am not: certain of attaining 


Send. ‘The book of futurity: is shut to 


elves.as well as.to-nie. As for mayself, 


shal. never quit my object, till I have-ssed 


in -my¥ power to attain 


hevenquit it-dishonourably . - May 


aves avert aib-disappoimtment;. may. its 
ngs Crown our labour with success, aud 


sh the nation in ow stevesinhe 


state andhappiness. 
: ract foots: French’ G Official Papers 5 


» 1805, concluded from p. 996. . 
vhenigns:4 of the legislative body,+——I 


caused.a detailed accbunt to.be wender+ 
sof the administral 

‘ into, these divers 

s the same. simplicity that, with the 


po conan te conere, Tes- 


tablished _in the division.of the constitutions 
ot Lyons... Whatever is good, whatever is 
— is.always the result.of a uniform 
and simple sysicm. I have suppressed the 
double organization cf the departmental ad- 
ministrations, and of the. administrations of 
| prefecture, because I have. thought «hat.by 
resting the administration solely upon the 
prefects, not only a. milion would be.ecano- 
mized in the.expenses, but a. greater rapidi- 
tty would be. obtained in the course, of busi- 
ness. If I have annexed te the. prefects a 
council for hitugations, it is to the principle 
which requires that the administration be 
the act of one, and that the decision of | Jiti- 
gious objects be the act-of. many. The 
statutes which you have just heard read, ex- 
tend. to my people ef Italy the benetits. of 
the code, ever the drawing. up of which I 
myself presided. __I have ordered my canneil 
to prepare. an organization of the judiciary 
order which may render tothe tribunals. the 
| lustre and consideration which it.is. my in- 
tention to give-them. J could, not. approve 
that a praetor alone should be.called to; pro- 
nounce -u the fortune of the citizens, 
and that judges hidden trom the eyes of the 
public should decide in secret, nat.only upon 
their property but upon. their lives, Jn the 
organization.which will be i, pate to. you, 
my counci will study te e my people en- 
joy all the advantages which result from col- 
lective tribunals, irom a public procedure, 
and irom a.coatradictory deience. It is to 
secure to them ‘a. justice more evidently en- 
lightened, that 1 have established that the 
circumstances. in. which, Ltaly. now is, pér- 
mitted me to think of. the establishment of 
juries; but the judges must pranoiuce like 
the juries, from their sole .canyiction, and 
without deliv ein themselves Xp to that sys- 
tem of half proofs which mugh eftener en- 
dangers innocence than at Servs to. discoyer 
guilt, The surest.rile..of a_judge ‘who. has 
presided over the trialy is the canvicliou, cf 
| his eonseience.—— Ihave amyselé watched 
| over the establishment of regular.and con- 





. 


» servative forms. inthe fmances of, the. state, 
and I, hope.that. my people wilfind them- 
selves well, fram.,the. ondeg- which, 1. eave 
coramanded my. ministers, finance and .o 
ithe public.treasure, ta,establish in “the. c- 
| eounts which will. be<public. 1 oy COnr 
sented that the pulue debt shoud bear the 
name.of Monte-Napoleon, fo give 4 guaran- 
tee the more of fidelity in, the eugagements 
owhidh consiitute it, and a new,wigour to cree 
‘edepprmenal, and bab cease = 
be depgrtmental, an ave e ba 
to give it the: ensemble. See ‘ie 
rection, mich: must havesp 2 aoena 


>. en ost. ae We 
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apon the morals and habits of the rising ge- 
neration.——-I. have judged that it was pro- 
per, from this year forward, to place more 
‘equality in the distribution of the departmen- 
tal expenses, and to afford succour to those 
artments, such asthe Mincio and 
‘the Lower Po, which find themselves bur- 
‘thened by the necessity of defending them- 
‘selves against the ravages of the waters. 
‘The &nances are in the most prosperous si- 





uation, and all payments are free of arrears. ‘ 


My people of ‘Italy is of all the nations of 
Europe the least loaded with taxes. No new 
‘burthens shall be laid on them; and if there 
‘be any change made in any contribution, if 
the enregistrement is established in the pro- 
ject of budget, according to a moderate 
tarif, 1t is for the purpose of diminishing 
more onerous impositions: the Terrier is 
full of imperfections, which manifest them- 
‘selves every day. ‘To remedy them, I shall 
vanquish the obstacles which are opposed to 
such operations, much Jess by the nature of 
‘things than by private interest ; I, however, 
do not hope to arrive at results; such as may 
cause to be avoided the inconvenience of 
raising a fax until the period it may reach to. 
“——] have taken measures to order: the 
clergy a proper endowment, which they 
have been deprived of for these ten years 
past; and if I have made some unions of 
‘converts, I wished to preserve, and it issmy 
intention to protect those whe devete them- 
selves to serviees of public utility, orewho, 
placed in the country parts, are in places and 
in cirgumstances wherein they supply the 
want of secular clergy. I have at the same 
time provided that the bishops should have 
the means to be useful to the poor; and I 
only wait, to occupy myself with. the lot of 
the curates, for the information which | 
have ordered to be quickly collected upon 
their rez) situation: 1 know that many of 
them, especially in the mountains, are in a 
penury which I have the most pressing de- 
sire to put an end to. Independent of 
the read of Simplon, which will be finished 
this year, and at which four thousand work- 
“men are working at this moment, in the part 
alone that crosses the® kingdom of Italy, I 
haveotdered that the bridge of Volano should 
be begup, «and that such important works 
should be undertaken without delay, and 
‘pursued with activity -——I have heglected 
“mene of the objects upon which my expe- 
‘rience in administration coukd be useful to 
‘my people of Italy. <Before' I return actoss 
“the mountains, I shall go’ over a part of the 
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| departments to becom¢ nearer acquainte 


with their wants.——I shall leave depositary 
of my authority this young prince, whom [ 
have brought up from his infancy, and who 
will *be animated with my spirit. I have 
besides taken measures to direct myself the 
most important aifairs of the state.——Ora- 
tors of my council will present to you a pro- 
ject of law authorising to my Chancellor 
Keeper of the Seals, Melzi, to act for four 
years in the quality of depositary of my au- 
thority, as vice-president ; a domain which, 
remaining in his family, may attest. to his 
descendants the satisfaction I nave. felt from 
its services. I think I have given fresh 
proofs of my constant resolution to full to- 
wards my people of Italy every thing they 
expect from me. - 1 hope that in their turn 
they will be desirous of occupying the place 
that I destine for them in my thoughts; and 
they never will attain it, bat by petsuading 
themselvés that the force of arms is the prin- 
cipal support of states. It is time that 
that youth who live in the idleness of great 
citiesy should- cease to fear the fatigues and 
dangers of war, and that they should enable 
themselves to make their country be re- 
spected, if they wish their country.to be re- 
spectable. Gentlemen of the legislative 
body, vie in zeal with my council of. state, 
and by that concourse of wills.towards the 
sole aim ot the public prosperity, give ta. my 
xepresentative the support he should receive 
from*yot.—- The British government having 














received, with an <vasive aaswer, the propo- 
sitions I made to it, and the King of Jing- 


land having immediately rendered'them prb- 
lic by insulting my people in his parliament, 
I have seen the hopes: considerably weaken- 
el, which I had conceived of the re-esta- 
blishment of peace. However, the French 
squadrons have since obtained successes to 
which I attach importance only, because they 
must farther convince my enemies of the 
ifutility of a war which affords them nothing 
to gain and every thing tolose. The divi- 
sions of the flotillas and the frigates built at 
the-expemse of the finances of my kingdom 
of Italy, and which at present make apart of 
the French forces, have rendered usefuk ser- 
vices in. Many cirdumstances. I. preserve 
the hope that the peace of the: Continent 
will not be troubled 5. and at all events, L find 


niyself in’.a’ position to fear none: of. the 


chances of war; I shail be in the midst of 4 | 


-you the very:moment. my. presence would 


become necéssary for the preservation ef my 


































